
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 8 May 2013] 

 p274c-275a 
Mr Albert Jacob 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION — PRESCRIBED BURNS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.12 pm]: I take this opportunity to update 
members on prescribed burning efforts by the Department of Environment and Conservation. I am pleased to 
inform members that DEC began early dry season prescribed burning in the Kimberley in March, following a 
wet season of average monsoonal rains that has resulted in a very fire-prone environment for that region in 2013. 
The window of opportunity to reduce fuel loads before the winter rains in our state forests and parks through 
prescribed burning is now open. With the drying climate in our south west, these windows are shrinking. 
However, DEC must continue to carry out this vital work to help prevent the spread of large bushfires that 
threaten lives, property and our natural assets.  

DEC has recently commenced its autumn prescribed burning program in the south west forests and across the 
south coast. When conditions are right, DEC will do what it can to create a patchwork of burnt areas that act as 
buffers to slow down any bushfires that come through. A proposed burn program for autumn 2013 has been 
developed for south west regions, which includes 187 candidate burns, totalling about 135 200 hectares. The 
program is intentionally large to account for burns that do not go ahead because of changing daily weather 
conditions, which are often unpredictable.  

Prior to autumn, DEC was able to safely reduce fuel loads across only 18 000 hectares in the south west since 
July 2012. It is unlikely the department will achieve the annual burn target of 200 000 hectares in the south west 
this year as a result of prolonged summer weather and the time-consuming but essential operational 
improvements recently implemented by DEC in response to recommendation 2 of “Appreciating the Risk: 
Report of the Special Inquiry into the November 2011 Margaret River Bushfire”. I am pleased to report that the 
burn planning component of this work to ensure DEC’s processes are aligned with the latest international risk 
management standard has now been completed. DEC now has a new prescribed fire planning process that more 
thoroughly addresses the bushfire risks associated with each proposed burn on the autumn program. DEC’s 
prescribed burning program over the past several decades has had a positive impact in the south west and 
enabled the department to restrict the number of large and potentially very damaging bushfires. It has also served 
as the basis for world-leading scientific research into the biodiversity benefits of prescribed fire.  

The Liberal–National government strongly supports DEC’s prescribed burning program. We will continue to 
encourage the department to achieve burn targets as part of its responsibilities to mitigate the impacts of 
inevitable bushfires—a responsibility which is shared by all landholders and owners in Western Australia.  

I conclude by acknowledging the hard work of all of the state’s firefighters and support agencies over the 
summer during a season that presented the ultimate challenge through the death of one of their own, DEC 
employee Wendy Bearfoot. I know that the hard work will continue with the prescribed burning program, and I 
commend them for their efforts.  
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